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At the beginning of each scholarly article, beneath the title, is a list of the authors.
We get so used to writing our name, together with the names of our co-authors that we
seldom give it much thought. In this piece, I want to explain why it is very important to
get it right.

Being listed as the author - or one of the authors - of a published paper is important
for your credibility as a researcher; you are judged by the number and quality of your
publications. They help you to advance in your profession, to secure research funding,
and with invitations to contribute to conferences. But what does being listed as an author
mean?

A fundamental principle is that the “list of authors should accurately reflect who did
the work” (Graf, Wager, Bowman et al, 2007). The International Committee of Medical
Journal (ICM]) recommends that authorship be based on the four criteria:

a. «Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the
acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data for the work; and

b. Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; and

c. Final approval of the version to be published; and

d. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions
related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated
and resolved.» (ICMJE, 2017)

So, in order to be listed as an author, a researcher must meet all of these four
criteria — and conversely, a researcher who meets the four criteria must be listed as an
author for the paper. If follows that a listed author must be able to identify their own
contribution to the work and also identify the contributions of all the co-authors.

If there are people who have made contributions to the work, for example by helping
the data collection or analysis, or by commenting on drafts, then they should be included
in the acknowledgements section.

It should be noted here that although these references come from the medical field,
they are equally applicable to education and psychology - and to all other disciplines. It
just happens that the medical journals were in the forefront of this aspect of publication
ethics.

By following these guidelines we can avoid the most common types of misconduct
found in submissions.

Firstly, you should ensure that no-one who meets those four criteria is omitted from
the list of authors. If someone has made a substantial contribution to the work (criterion
a) then they should be given every opportunity to contribute to the drafting or revising of
the article and approving it before it is published.

I had to deal with an interesting case a few years ago in which three people worked on
aresearch project and published a paper based on the results. One then left the institution,

* A version of this Editorial was published in the Editage Insights series.
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moved away, got married and lost touch with her former colleagues. Some years later these
colleagues extended the research and published another paper. The question was whether
the 'lost' researcher should be included in the list of authors. The 'lost' researcher had
returned to academic life in another university, had read the new article, and asked why
her name had not been included in the list of authors. The matter was resolved amicably
through a correction to the published paper, but it illustrates the care that is needed to
check that everyone who has made a substantial contribution is included.

Secondly, you should ask yourself, whether all of the listed authors meet all four
criteria. It is common practice (but not good practice) to list the research supervisor as
one of the authors. This is acceptable, provided that the supervisor has made a substantial
contribution, has been involved in the writing, has approved it and agrees to it being
published. All four criteria must be met - not just one or two of them. The role of
supervisor is not an automatic qualification for listing!

Journal editors read all submissions before they are sent for review. This ensures that
the submission is within the journal's scope, meets the requirements for length etc, and
is of a reasonable quality so that the reviewers' time is not being wasted. Sometimes as
an editor, I have encountered a very poor submission that includes among the authors, a
name I recognise as an experienced researcher. What was he or she thinking of, submitting
an article of such poor quality? In these cases I write to that researcher, expressing my
disappointment that they had written such a poor paper because I know that they could
have done better. Usually I receive an apology, saying that their name has been included
because they were the supervisor but that they had not made any contribution to the
work.

On one occasion, I rejected a submission where the director of the research laboratory
had asked for his name to be included because the author had used his facilities!

I once received a submission with 101 authors. The explanation for this long list
was that the paper reported on an international study of higher education in which 101
researchers were asked to write a short description of the situation in their country and
field. The lead author claimed that since they had all made a contribution to the work they
should all be listed. Quite apart from the difficulty of having a list of authors and their
institutes that was as long as the paper itself, I could not be convinced that 101 authors
could collaboratively write a paper of 4000 words (40 words including references for each
author), approve the work for publication and accept collectively responsibility for the
whole of the article. It was rejected but I then lost track of it and cannot say whether it was
published elsewhere!

In some countries it is common practice to include a well-known researcher as "guest'
author in the hope that their name will increase the likelihood of publication. Often the
«guest» is unaware that their name has been included. This is not only a serious breach
of publication ethics but is also potentially defamatory: if the article is rejected then
the «guest's» reputation will be damaged and they have every right to make a formal
complaint to the offending author(s).

The fourth criterion is very important. By agreeing to include your name in the list of
authors, you are accepting responsibility for the whole of the article — not just the section
that you have written. This means that if the research is flawed, if one of your colleagues
has made a mistake in their analysis or conclusions or worse, that part of the article is
plagiarised, then you share the responsibility and it is your reputation that is damaged.
Never allow your name to be included if you do not meet all of the four criteria.

It is good practice to include with your submission, a statement that clearly sets out
the contributions made by each of the authors listed at the top of the article. At the least,
this will save time in case the editor asks you for this information. At best it will save you
from serious embarrassment.
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B Hauase m060it Hay4HOI CTATbU Cpasy IIOJ Ha3BaHMEM MOXKHO HAlTU CIIVICOK aB-
TopoB. HaM BceM Tak MPMBBIYHO IIMCATh HAIIY VIMEHA U VIMEHa HaIllX COAaBTOPOB, YTO
MBI PEIKO PasMBIIIIsieM Haf 9TUM. B TaHHOI pefakTOPCKOIT 3aMeTKe 51 XOTes ObI 00'bsIC-
HUTD, I0YeMy Ba)KHO 3a/[yMbIBaThCA HaJl BOIIPOCOM aBTOPCTBA U BCerTia KOPPEKTHO €To
YKa3bIBaTb.

BpITh B cIMCKe aBTOPOB IYOIMKYEMBIX CTaTbell O4eHb BaXKHO JIA BAlIETO CTaTyca
KaK Y4eHOT0; BaC OL[eHNBAIOT [0 KOJIMYECTBY I KauecTBY Balmx mybmukauit. OHu oka-
3bIBAIOT B/IMSAHME Ha BaIll KaPbepPHBI POCT, 06/IeTrYaloT NMpoIlecc IMOMydeHNA MCCIeoBa-
Te/IbCKUX I'PAHTOB, IIOBBIIIAIOT BEPOATHOCTD IOTYYNTh IPUIJIANICHV Ha KOH(pepeHINN.
Ho 4ro ke Bce-TaKy 3HAYUT OBITH YKA3aHHBIM B CIIIICKe aBTOPOB?

OnvH u3 QyHIaMeHTaTbHBIX MPUHIUIIOB TJIACUT, YTO «CIIUCOK aBTOPOB JOIDKEH
TOYHO OTpakaTb, KTO BBIIOMHWI pabory» (Graf, Wager, Bowman et al, 2007). Mexny-
HAPOJHBIII KOMUTET MegULuHCKoro xypHana (ICM]) pekoMeHzyeT, 4TOObI aBTOPCTBO
COOTBETCTBOBAJIO BCEM C/IEAYIOIM KPUTEePYAM:

a. «3HAUNTe/IbHBII BKJIafl BHECEH B PaspabOTKy OCHOBHOII UJieM WM CTPYKTYPBL pa-
60TBI / B IPOL[eCC MOTyYeH s, AHA/IN3A VI NHTEPIIPETALIN JAHHBIX PabOTBI;

b. Pabora Haz cosfaHmeM 4epHOBUKOB PYKOIICH, YIacTHe B IIPOLfecce UX KpUTUIec-
KOJt IpOopaboTKIL;

c. OxoHyYaTenbHOe OfoOpeHe GUHATBHOI BepcuM PYKOIUCK IIepef epefadeli ee
Ha pacCMOTpeHMe /I IyOIMKaLny;

d. Cormacue HecTH OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a BCE ACIIEKThI paOOTHI ¥ TOTOBHOCTD ITOATBEP-
IUTh TOYHOCTb JAHHBIX ¥ Ka4eCcTBO JII000T YacTU IPOAETaHHOI paboThl B CIydae, eciu
BO3HUKHET Takasa HeobxopumocTs» (ICMJE, 2017).

Takum 06pasoM, 4TOOBI ObITh YKa3aHHBIM B CIIUCKE aBTOPOB, YUEHBIIT JOIDKEH COOT-
BETCTBOBATb BCEM YeThIpeM KpUTepysAM. POBHBIM CU€TOM TI000I y4eHBIi, KOTOPBIN CO-
OTBETCTBYET BCEM 9TUM KPUTepUAM, JO/DKEeH ObITh 0053aTe/IbHO YKa3aH B CIIVICKe aBTO-
pos. Kpome Toro, cripaBenmnBo 0XXIAATD, 4TO 100011 aBTOP CIIOCOOEH YeTKO YKa3aTh, B
yeM 3aK/TI0YaeTCs er0 COOCTBEHHBIIT BKIaJ| B paboTy, a TAK)Ke BK/IaJ] BCEX €r0 COaBTOPOB.

Ecnu B paboTe NpUHSAIM y4acTue 01, HaIpuMep B cOOpe WM B aHa/IM3e JaHHBIX
/ B HaIMCAHNU YePHOBMKOB, TOT/A ITH JIIOAN JO/DKHBI ObITh YKa3aHbI B KOHI[E CTATBH (B
paszene «IIp1M3HATEIBHOCTDY).

Heob6xonyMo nofguepKHyTh Clefylolee: HECMOTPs Ha TO, YTO M3HAYAIbHO 3THU pe-
KOMeHJaluy ObUIM BBIPAOOTAaHBI Y4EHBIMU B O0/IACTVM ME[VILIVMHBI, OHY PaBHOCUIBLHO
HIpPUMEHNMBI B 00/1aCTsIX ICUXOJIOTUM 1 06pasoBaHMs, a I BO BCEX IPOYMX OOIACTIX
Hayku. OJJHAKO MCTOPMYECKM TaK CIOKUIOCH, YTO MEJUIIMHCKIE XYPHa/Ibl OKa3a/luch
HepBBIMI, KTO 3ayMajICs HaJi JAaHHBIM aCIIeKTOM IYO/IMKALVIOHHO 9TUKI.

Crienyst [aHHBIM KPUTEPUSIM, MBI MOXKEM IIPY [TOfIade PyKOIIUCeit M36exXaTh Hapylile-
HIisI OCHOBHBIX IIPaBIJI ITYOIMKAIIVIOHHON STUKIL.
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I[Tpexpe BCero, BaXXHO YORUTDCS, YTO HUKTO U3 TEX, KTO COOTBETCTBYET BCEM IIepe-
YUCTIEHHBIM KPUTEPUAM, He UCKITIOUeH U3 CIUCKa aBTOpoB. Ecimm KTo-To cooTBETCTBY-
eT TIepBOMY U3 KPUTEPUEB, TO €My AO/DKHA OBITh IIPeJOCTaB/IeHa BO3MOXKXHOCTb BHECTH
BKJIaJ] B HallMCaHNe YePHOBMKOB ) B MX MOCTIEAYIOLIYI0 IPOPabOTKY, a TaK>Ke BO3MOXK-
HOCTb 0ff0OpUTH GMHAIBHYIO BePCUIO PYKOIINCH TIepef ee Iofaderi Kyga-niubo.

MHe [I0BENOCh CTONKHYTBCA C MHTEPECHON CHUTYyalMell HeCKOIbKO JIeT HasaJ, KOT-
la Tpu 4YenoBeKa paboTany Haf UCCIE[OBAHMEM I Ha OCHOBE IOMYYeHHBIX Pe3y/IbTaTOB
omy6/MKoBany cTaTbio. [Toc/e 5TOro ofMH 13 HUX YBOIMIICH, TIepeeXall B IPYToil TOPOJ, I
HIOTEPSII CBSI3b CO CBOMMIM KojUTeraMu. HecKo/IbKo JIeT CIIyCTs OCTaBIINeCs KOJUIEr N IPo-
TO/DKWIM TaHHOE JMICC/IeOBaHMe 1 ONyOIMKOBaIM HOBYIO CTaThio. Bompoc saxmoyancs
B TOM, C/IEOBAJIO /I BK/IIOYNTD B CIIMCOK COABTOPOB YIE€HOTO, HOKMHYBILETO UCCIIENO-
BaTeNbCKyIo Ipymiy. [IOKMHYBIIMIT Y4eHBI IPOO/KIT CBOIO Kapbepy B [PYTOM YHU-
BepcuTeTe U OfHAXX/bI IIPOUe/ HOBYIO CTaThi0 OBIBLINMX Kojter. CTaThs BbI3BA/IA y HETO
Hefl0yMeHMe, I0YeMy ero He BKJIIOUIIIN B CIIUCOK aBTOPoB. [laHHas cutyanus 6br1a 6ma-
TOIOJTy4HO pa3pellleHa IOC/ie TOro, Kak B OIy0/IMKOBaHHYI0 paboTy Obla BHeCeHa Kop-
peknys. TeM He MeHee, JaHHAasA CUTyallUsA NEMOHCTPUPYeET, KaK BaKHO YOETUTLCH, YTO
BCe, KTO BHEC 3HAYUTE/IbHbII BK/IAJl B HAIJICAHIE CTATbY, BK/IIOYEHDI B CIIIICOK ABTOPOB.

Bornee Toro, BaM crefiyet 3a/jaBaThCsl BOIIPOCOM O TOM, BCe M YKa3bIBaeMble aBTOPEI
COOTBETCTBYIOT BCEM YHOMSHYTBIM KpuTepusim. OdeHb 4acTo ObIBaeT Tak (XOTs 9TO He
BCerfia KOPPeKTHO), 4YTO HAyYHOTO PYKOBOJUTEIA BKIIOYAIOT B CIIVICOK aBTOPOB. [JaHHOE
pelleHIe IPUeMIEMO, eC/I)t HayYHbIl PYKOBOAUTE/b [e/ICTBUTEILHO BHEC 3HAUNUTEIb-
HbIJT BK/IAJ] ¥ COOTBETCTBYET BCeM YeTbIpeM Kputepuam. OTHAKO He KaXX/bIil HaydIHBII
PYKOBOJUTETb MOXET aBTOMATUYECKY CIUTATHCSI COABTOPOM PabOThI.

PemakTopsl unTaloOT BCe MOflaBaeMble B VX XKYPHAJIBI CTAaTbH, Iepef] TeM KaK OTIpa-
BIUTD VX Ha PelleH3MpoBaHMe. ITO 0becrednBaeT BO3SMOXKHOCTb YOENUTDCS, YTO [TOfIaBa-
eMble CTaTh) IOMTHOCTBIO COOTBETCTBYIOT TeMaTHKe )KyPHa/Ia, OTBEYAIOT €r0 OCHOBHBIM
TpeGOBaHWSM U T.Jj. — 9TO HEOOXOAMMO IJISI TOTO, YTOOBI OTCEMBATH OYEBUIHO HEIIOf-
XOJsAIIVe PYKOIUCHU U He TPATUTb CW/IBI ¥ BpeMdA pelieH3eHTOB. JIHOIma A Kak pefjak-
TOpP CTJIKMBAIOCh CO CIyYasMU, KOT[a OYeBUHO C1abasi PyKOINCh B CIICKe aBTOPOB
COIEPIKNUT MM OIBITHOTO ydeHoro. O 4eM 3TOT y4eHbIil yMasl, KOT/Ia OTIIPABIIAN TaKyo
cmabyro paboTy? B Takux cIydasix s1 CBA3bIBAIOCH C TAKMM YIEHBIM J BBIP)XAI0 CBOE Pas3o-
JapoBaHie, Belb OH MOT HAIMCATh CTAThbIo Tydie. OOBIYHO 5 IOMyYalo B OTBET MICbMa C
U3BUHEHUSIMM, B KOTOPBIX YUeHbIe OOBSICHSIOT, YTO OHM CaMI He IIPUHNMAIN yIacTre B
HAIJCAHNM PYKOIIMCH, & UX VIMeHa OBUIV BKJIIOUEHBI B CIIMCOK aBTOPOB, IOTOMY YTO OHU
ObUIN HAYIHBIMIU PYKOBOSUTEIAMIL.

OJHaXIBI A OTKJIOHW CTAaThIO, B CIIUCKE aBTOPOB KOTOPOJT XOTeN BUAETb Cebs [y-
PpeKxTop 1abopaTOpMN IO IPUUIHE TOTO, YTO BEAYLIIIT ABTOP MCIIOIb30BAI /IS [IPOBEJe-
HIsA CBOETO MCCIIeflOBaHNA 060pyA0BaHIe 3Toil TabopaTopumn!

Kpowme Toro, 6511 crry4aii, KOTa MHe IIPIUCIAN CTaTbio, B KOTOpoit 6pu1 101 aBTOP.
O6BscHeHMe 6bIIO CTIEAYIOIVIM: PYKOIUCD ObI/Ta OCHOBaHA Ha MEX/YHapOHOM MCCIIe-
IOBaHMMU B 00IACTH BBICLIETO 0OPa3oBaHNs, B X0fe KOToporo 101 yueHblil Hammcan Ko-
POTKOeE OIMCaHNe CUTYallMy B CBOET! cTpaHe. [1aBHBIN aBTOP MPUIEP>KUBAJICS TO3ULINM,
YTO OHM BCe BHECIM BKJIAJ B HamucaHue cTaTbu. CIOXKHO IPeJCTaBUTh, YTOOBI TaKas
6oIbliIas IPyIIIa aBTOPOB MOIVIa KOJUIEKTMBHO HaIucaTh pykomuch B 4000 coB (o 40
CJI0B, BKJIIOYAsI CIIVCOK JINTEPATYPBIL, HA KXKJOT0 aBTOPa), @ IOTOM COBMECTHO Off00PNThH
3Ty pabOTy M HECTHU 3a Hee OTBETCTBEHHOCTDb. JTa CTaThbsA OblIa OTKIOHEHA, 5 IIOTOM He
OTCIIeKUBAII ee CyAbOy U He 3Halo, Obl/Ta /1M OHa OITyO/IMKOBaHa B IPYrOM >KypHaJle.

B HekoTOpBIX CTpaHaX CYMTAeTCA HMpPUEMIEMbIM YKa3blBaTb M3BECTHBIX YYEHBIX B
Ka4yeCTBe «TOCTEBBIX» ABTOPOB B HAJIEXK/[e, YTO M3BECTHOE MM IOBBIILIAET BEPOSITHOCTD
ny6nykanuy pykonucu. JacTo ObIBaeT Tak, YTO «TOCTEBOI» aBTOP JlaXKe He 3HAET O TOM,
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4TO OH OBUI BKJIIOUEH B COABTOPCTBO. Takie CIyday He TONBKO SIB/LIIOTCS CEPbe3HBIM
HapylleHNeM ITyONIMKalMOHHOI 3TUKY, HO U TIOTEHIVaIbHO MOTYT AUCKPeIUTHPOBATD
«TOCTEBOTO» aBTOPA: eC/IM CTAaThs Oy/eT OTKIOHEHA, TO 9TO OTPA3UTCS Ha €T0 PelyTaLny,
¥ OH MMeeT IIPaBo 00PaTUTHCA ¢ OPULNATBLHOI >Kamo60il B HaJIeXallyie NHCTaHLIUIL.

YerBepThlil KpuTepuit oueHb BakeH. COITIAIIAsCh HA TO, YTOOBI BAC BK/IIOUNIN B
CIIMICOK aBTOPOB, BbI IPMHMMAETEe OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 33 BCIO CTATbIO IIENIMKOM, a HE TOJIb-
KO 3a Ty 4acTb, KOTOPYIO Bbl HAIIMCAIN IMYHO. DTO O3HAYAET, YTO eC/IM MCCAefoBaHMe
ObIIO TIPOBEIEHO HeKauyeCTBEHHO Ha KaKMX-MMOO 3Tallax MM, 4TO ellle XyXe, B PYKO-
IICK COMIEPKUTCSA IUIATMaT, TO Bbl HeceTe IOIHYI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTD, ¥ MMEHHO Ballla
pemyTalys IOTeHIMAIbHO MOXeT ObITh TogMoveHa. Hukorna He cornamraiitech Ha TO,
94TOOBI OBITH BKIIOUEHHBIM B CIIVICOK ABTOPOB, €C/IN BbI HE COOTBETCTBYETE BCEM YeThIPeM
TpeOOBaHMAM.

HayuHble )XypHasIbl IPMBETCTBYIOT, KOTZIa aBTOPBI IPUK/IA/IBIBAIOT K CBOMM CTAThsIM
TOKYMEHT, B KOTOPOM OIIMCAHO, B YeM 3aK/II0YajIcs BKIAJ, KaXKJ0ro 13 aBTopoB. Takoii
TOKYMEHT COKOHOMMT Ballle BpeMs B CIy4ae, €C/IU PeJAKTOP PeIUT IOIPOCUTD Bac IIpe-
TOCTaBUTD Takylo mH}popmanmio. Kpome Toro, Takoil moaxop MpefoTBPaTUT BO3MOX-
HOCTDb OKa3aThCs B HEJTOBKOM IIOJIOXKEHMUI.

Crnicox murepaTyphbl

Graf, C., Wager, E., Bowman, A., Fiacks, S., Scott-Lichter, D., and Robinson, A. (2007) Best practice
guidelines on publication ethics: a publisher's perspective. International Journal of Clinical
practice. 61 (supp 152), ppl-26. DOIL: 10.1111/ijcp.12557 Accessed 11 October 2017, at: http://
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ijcp.12557/full.

ICMJE (2017) Defining the role of authors and contributors. International Committee of Medical
Journal Editors. Accessed 11 October 2017 at: http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/
roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html

Tum MuLeHsNPOBaHMs aBTOPOB — JIMIIEH3Ns TBopyeckoro coobiectsa CC-BY 11





